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INTRODUCTION.

TY S viduable treatise © Sogatavidatthividhana™ was compiled in
the veur 23588 AL B. or ) years ago by the Venerable Paniii.

Nz orPRawaraiswarayilankarana Sangha Rija, a famous scholar
well-versed in Duddhist Law as well as in literature and science,
whao Mlourished in the Roval monastery “ Pawara Niwdsa 7 at
Iamgekok in Siam, at the request of the Rev. Kaknsanda Sthavira.
It In ko montioned here that the compilation of this work was
done with the assistance of the anthor's teacher, Ilis Imperial
Aujenty Mahn Mongkut, the late King of Siam, who was himself a
weholar of \\'cwlcl-\\'hlu venown, a fact which carrieg great weight
with the baok, while the approbation it has received from three of
the moest mminent sehols and  famoun Buddhist monks of Sizm,
viz: anm-ukklllm. Amaramdli, andd h‘irivisllult[lli'.\':trf»s;n, is also

worthy of notlee fhewe keholnis hnving beon known to the majority
of the lendlng Cex lonese for some time. 1L is hardly necessary here
to dwell ut Tength upon the value ud usefulness of this lide
volumes s the veader will find no difficuity in observing them.

This gives a deseription of the size of Our Lord (Ganiama)
Duddha’s bady, and a comparison of the carpenter’s measurements
with these of the hmman hand. Suffice it to say that the reader
will obtain more information in this respect from this book than
can be had from any other similar treatise, with iilustrations ef
geveral facts by means of numerous examples both ecientific anil
religious. Those who are desirous of muking themselves acquainted
with the size of the Lor® Buddha's body will find this book well
adapted 10 the purpose, and shouid, therefore, make a carcful
perusal of it. ’

There have been several opinivns ‘expressed with regard to this
question: some saying that Our Lord was eighteen cubits (!) in
height (that being, according to them, the height of an ordinary
human being those days), while others say that He was not - taller
than a man of the present day. T'his diversity of opinion has
existed even among the Xuropean students and the eduncated classes
of this country. A correct solution of this important problem will



be found in this book with passages quoted from the Buddhist
Pitakas and their commentaries as an authority. 'There may be
some points which the reader might not be able to grasp on the first
reading, but a second or third perusal will enable him to understand
them thoroughly.

Also this book can be successfully ‘utilized as a guiffe to the
.measurements of ‘length, &ec. as expressed by Lord Buddah in the
Vinaya Pitaka. ‘

The -author, with the benevolent expectation of making his
work useful to the world, says at the conclusion: *“yo imam passati,
(he) who sees this book; 83 mam passati, sees me; yo imam paiiiiiya
vicairati, (he) who peruses it; so0 maya saddifim. katha sallapam
karoti, converses’with me,” &c.

With a view to make this book useful to those who are not
acquainted with the Pali language also, I have written a i)araphrase
in Sinhalese, which is here printed together with the original
Vali text. '

C. A. SEELAKKHANDHA.
¢ Sailabimbarama ”
Dodanduwa,
16th July, 1894.
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